
Overview
A thesis is a written document that presents the outcome of a thorough investigation into a
significant computer science problem. It outlines the problem, the methods used to study it, and
the findings of the research. The motivation, approach, and results of the investigation are
communicated in a clear and logical fashion; it is grammatically correct, logically organized and
technically sound. The finished product should evidence originality, and critical and independent
thinking through documentation. The thesis must be planned, organized, executed, and
completed while the student is enrolled in the Master's program.

The final copies of the thesis are to be delivered to the committee members at least two (2)
weeks prior to the oral defense of the thesis, which must be held at least two weeks before the
end of a regular semester. Maximum of 6 units can be counted towards the degree.

The defense itself usually proceeds as follows:

● a few minutes of private discussion by the committee;
● a public presentation presented by the candidate, typically lasting for 45 minutes;
● questions from the committee, in front of the public;
● questions from the public;
● questions from the committee without the public present;
● private discussion by the committee; and
● outcome decided and announced to the candidate.

Defense Policies

● The committee should include three (3) members inclusive of the advisor. One member
should be from other institutions than the University of Southern Maine.

● The program director (or a representative) will be present during the exam as the acting
chair of the defense session.

● A full thesis draft must be submitted to the committee at least two weeks prior to the
scheduled defense to allow committee members a reasonable amount of time to review
the thesis. The student will select committee members in consultation with their
advisor(s).

● The student should consult with their advisory committee and select a mutually
agreeable date and time for the defense. All advisory committee members should attend
the final examination. External committee members can join the defense virtually. If one
of the members cannot attend the examination, they must find an appropriate substitute.

● Normally, two hours should be reserved for the defense. The student is responsible for
reserving a room for the defense.

● The thesis should be written using the template provided by the department.
● The proposed committee and exam date must be provided to the program director four

weeks prior to the exam and must be approved. The candidate may need to make
modifications if necessary.



● The student's presentation is publicly advertised so that all who are interested in the
research may attend. The student should provide the date and time, title, and abstract
for this.

● After the presentation and questions are concluded, the public is asked to leave, so the
committee can privately pass judgment on the work.

● The committee vote must be unanimous for the candidate to pass the examination.

After the exam

Students completing a Master’s presentation or thesis defense must:

● Obtain signatures from the Examination Committee form on the CS website
● Complete any required revisions
● Obtain their advisor’s signature on the form that states that all revisions have been

completed
● Upload the final version of the master’s paper or dissertation to the on-line tracking

system (Recommended)


